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Explains Starfield winemaker Rob Sinton, pictured with his dogs Agnes and Bonnet,
“Sierra spice’ is an aromatic character inherent in the wines grown from our estate in
El Dorado among the pine forests of the Sierra Nevada mountains. This comes across
through the ‘air-oir’ from the volatile terpenes released from our trees: Ponderosa
pine, incense cedar, and Douglas fir. We think of it as similar to the garrigue that is
often attributed to Gigondas and the wider Rhéne appellation.”

Finding Sierra Spice

STARFIELD VINEYARDS' RHONE-STYLE WINES
DEFINE EL DORADQO TERROQOIR by Meridith May

in Northern California, the mountain-grown
vines of Starfield Vineyards are surrounded by conifers. The oils released by these
trees are reminiscent of Mediterranean herbs; winemaker Rob Sinton refers to
their scent as "Sierra spice.”

Ten acres of forest, woodland, and ponds are integrated within Starfield's 3 |-
acre estate. The winery name and labels express this sense of place while reflect-
ing Sinton's passions for astronomy and photography. The labels are crafted from
solargraphs—long-exposure photos taken with pinhole cameras | buitt over [the
course of] five days at 2,400-foot elevation on the estate,” he explains. " They cap-
ture the sun’s arc as it passes over the forest and vineyards, at sunrise and sunset
[We blend] art, science, and the soul of the vineyard in every bottle.” s
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Starfield Vineyards 2024 Hope Rising,
' This
blend of 45% Marsanne, 45% Roussanne,
and |0% Viognier encapsulates the
minerality of the estate’s terroir Succulent
notes of guava, key lime, honeyed pear,
and vanilla spice lean into a small amount
of oak. Nutty midpalate flavors are
brightened by beaming acidity. 95

Starfield Vineyards 2024 Estate
Viognier,

Succulent, with nectar-like notes
of papaya and vanilla cream. Unctuous
elderflower and fragrant pear blossom
meld with hints of oak and minerality. At
| 3.7% ABV, the wine is balanced so as to
display its vibrant fruit. 95

Starfield Vineyards 2023 Estate
Grenache,

Brisk acidity augments
pomegranate jam and fresh garden herbs,
accented by white pepper, anise, clove,
and florals tinged with what winemaker
Rob Sinton calls “Sierra spice.” 93

Starfield Vineyards 2023 Estate
Cinsaut, : ¢

3) The vines from which this wine
was sourced are planted on quartz-rich
solls; supplemented by 5% Grenache, it
aged in (81% neutral) cak for |8 months.
At a low ABV of 13.3%, it showcases
pomegranate-washed fennel and hibiscus,
fine-tuned by a brisk acid structure. Sweet
basil chimes in on the midpalate, joined by
salty tomato broth and red tea. 93

Starfield Vineyards 2023
The Miner’s Inch,

58) Black cherry, sweet
tobacco, licorice, and cedar
sprinkled with cinnamon
and clove are well arranged
on the palate, delivering a
touch of salinity to this juicy
blend of 30% Grenache, |7%
Aglianico, and 4% Petite
Sirah with some Tempranillo,
Cinsaut, Mourvédre,
Roussanne, and Counoise. Blessed by
keen acidity, the wine delivers vibrancy
and freshness. 94

1/2



