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Sierra Spice - A Defining Element of El Dorado Terroir
El Dorado vineyards produce some of the most varietally distinct wines in California.  Grapes grown in our high-elevation 
mountain climate, with its cool springs and warm summers, are planted in volcanic soils on steep slopes, with varying aspects 
of sun exposure, all of which combine to create our mountain terroir and produce wines with bright acidity, vibrant fruit, and 
floral character.  The distinctiveness of varietal characters are a defining element of our El Dorado terroir.

But there’s another element of El Dorado terroir that makes our mountain wines truly special: the western slope forests that 
surround our vineyards.  Our forest conifers are full of aromatic terpenes, essential oils that the trees release to attract pollina-
tors or defend against insects, and these form our unique forest garrigue.  We call it Sierra Spice.  

Ponderosa pines, Incense cedars, and Douglas firs release essential oils in sunlight and warm days of the growing season, which 
create bright, earthy, and woodsy forest smells, as well as distinctive herb, floral and citrus aromatics.  Grapes planted adjacent 
to the forest absorb the oils, and integrate them into the fruit character.  
 
Ponderosa Pine – 97% of our forest.
The bark releases aromas of vanilla,  
butterscotch, pineapple, anise, tarragon, and 
basil. The needles release the same terpenes, 
and lemon, orange, rosemary, dill, parsley, 
and hops.

Incense Cedar – 2% of our forest.
This tree yields woody, piney, musky, and 
citrusy forest bass notes, plus top notes of 
sweet balsamic, fresh hops, cloves, oregano, 
thyme, and pencil shavings.
 
Douglas fir – 1 % of our forest.
The tree contributes fresh forest aromas  
of musk and citrus, akin to Christmas  
trees with pepper and esters of rose, citrus, 
and lavender.

At Starfield, we’re fortunate that our high-elevation vineyards naturally produce subtle and elegant wines.  Marrying those 
mountain varietal characters with the Sierra Spice garrigue from our surrounding forest produces truly distinctive wines with 
a sense of place like no other.  While there is science in the process, there is terroir in the glass! 


